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Divinity. 


ON THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 
CHAPTER II. 


THE DARKNESS OF THE HEATHEN PHILOSOPHY. 


"T'noveu it is a melancholy truth, that numbers of those who 
boast of their reason, and intellectual prerogatives, never pro- 
perly apply those distinguishing gifts ; never elevate their minds 
from earth and earthly pursuits, nor concern themselves to en- 
quire, whence they are derived, and whither they are destined ; 
why they are born, or how they are connected :—Yet one would 
imagine, that no man, who at all contemplates himself, and 
discerns those strange contrarieties in his nature, which we point- 
ed out in our last chapter, can be indifferent to the important 
enquiry, whence those contrarieties arose ; and how he became 
so imperfect a creature ? 

The true religion only can satisfy us, in this point; and that 
religion which shall satisfy us, will bear one strong impression of 
truth. Not willing, therefore, to admit the pretensions of any 
mode of faith, or system of opinions, unexamined ; let us stand 
still, and take a view of those doctrines and those religions, which 
propose themselves to our attention, and seem best to deserve it. 

‘© T observe,” says a great and original writer, “ a multitude 
of religions in all countries and times. But they are such as 
neither please me with their morals, nor move me with their 
proofs. ‘Thus [ would without distinction, at once reject the 
religion of Mahomet, or of the Chinese, of ancient Egypt or 
Rome, upon this single reason; because not one of them being 
able to produce more signs of truth than another, reason oan- 
not in justice prefer one mode to another.” 

Vou. II, 26 











26° THE DARENBESS OF THE HEATHEN PHILOSOPRY. 


The religion of Mahomet debases human nature so low, gives 
us so mean and puerile an idea of the Deity; and so foul a 
prospect of the celestial enjoyments ; that reason unprejudiced, 
eannot hesitate to reject it; and nothing, but the want of a true 
exertion of reason, can prevent a general rejection of it. It may 
also, by the way, be remarked, that the manner in which it was 
first propagated, and by which it is at present supported, are 
strong evidences against it. Fire and sword, the temporal 
power, and the threat of persecution, are useless in the cause 
of truth. . 

So well satisfied are we, in the present enlightened days, 
of the preposterous absurdity of Idolatry ; that the most unletter- 
ed Christian would instantly stigmatize as false and devilish 
any system which proposed such worship. The religion, 
therefore, of the Heathen, on this account, merits no attention. 
But the Wise Men,—who anxiously sought after truth; who 
travelled unwearied from clime to clime, in pursuit of it; and 
who returned, fraught with Science, to their own countries, 
there to diffuse the sacred light ;—these Philosophers may be 
supposed capable of informing us. Investigation, accurate as 
theirs, cannot have been totally fruitless. Let us hear then 
what satisfaction we may derive from their schools. 

It is impossible, in the narrow compass of two pages, to men- 
tion the different and disagreeing sentiments of the several men 
of wisdom, in the ancient, world. We shall therefore satisfy 
ourselves, with observing, that as the three principal sects of 
the Philosophers were those of the Porch, the Garden, and the 
Academy*, the Stoics, Epicureans, and Sceptics; so they propose 
the chief topics of instruction, and the most material decisions 
respecting the nature of man. 

The Stoics, at whose head was Zeno, viewed human nature 
in its dignity only. ‘They conceived and taught, that man was 
self sufficient, and in and from himself capable of attaining alk 
the ends of wisdom, virtue, and happiness. ‘The wise man, with 
them was the happy man; so happy, that external or internal 
evils, they declared, could by no means affect him; that plea- 
sure or pain to him was equally insignificant. Unseduced by 
the one, he was untouched by the other; and, complete in him- 
self, was to himself a God. Thus they gave the lie to those in- 
firmities, feelings, and defects, of which every human being is 
and must be conscious. 


* They were denominated from. the places, in which they taught. Zeno iv 
the Zrow or Porch, whence his followers were called, Stoics,—Epicurus in 2 
Garden.—Pyrrho, &c. in the Academy. Fora full account of these Philoso- 
phers and their opiuions, see Diogenes Laertius, or Stapley’s Lives of the Ph:- 
losophers. 
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But if the Stoics elevated human nature too high, and looked 
only on the fair side ; the Philosophers of the Garden, under 
the instruction of the master, the pleasure-loving Epicurus, de- 
based itas low, and beheld it only on the worst side. They 
considered man, asa superior kind of brute ; born to gratify his 
passions, and indulge his appetites ; and in this, which they de- 
nominated pleasure, they placed his sovereign good! Venus and 
Bacchus were the deities, at whose altars they paid most fre- 
quent adoration. And while they sensualized the human soul, 
and sent man to graze and grovel with his fellow brutes, they 
Jeft the conduct of things to the blind management of chance, 
and totally removed the foundation of religion, by removing the 
‘superintendence of Providence ; peopling heaven, as they did, 
with an imaginary crowd of insignificant, worthless gods and 
goddesses, who, as they taught, did nothing but eat and drink, 
indulge and intrigue, like the veriest debauchees upon earth. 

A doctrine like this can never satisfy us! We see here no 
traces of that two-fold nature, which we so plainly discover in 
ourselves. We cannot assent to the Stoics, for, alas! we feel 
ihat we are not gods ; we despise the Epicurians, for our high 
desires disdain to rank with brutes.* 

Nor will the learned of the 4cademy afford us any satisfac- 
tion inthis enquiry. The great principle of their school is 
doubting. In this, perhaps, they shewed their wisdom ; and we 
cannot wonder that Cicero, the wisest of the Romans, chose his 
walk in the Lyceum. But surely we know enough, not to doubt 
of every thing; and he that is so perfect a Sceptic, as to admit 
no degree of certainty, indicates a strange ignorance of human 
nature; and we must quit him, desponding of any information 
or instruction. Equally disappointed then must we leave the 
shades of the 4cademy ; for we can never hope to attain any 
rest for our doubts, amidst Philosophers, who profess nothing 
but a system of doubting. 

I would just observe also, that there are two fundamental 
branches of Religion, the nature of God, and the tmmortality of the 
soul; concerning which we shall seek for satisfaction in vain, 
amongst the wisest of the Heathen Philosophers. And these 
two pillars taken away, upon what hath Religion to rest? Or, 
how can there be any true Religion, ina state of uncertainty, 
respecting them ? | 

Where then shall we seek for the true information? And 
what Religion shall we embrace? “ Shall it be, (to use the be- 


* The same defect is observable in some of our English deistical Writers : 
who have viewed human nature, according to their different humours, in & 
good or bad light only. See the Fable of the Bees, on ene hand, and Shafte- 
‘dury’s Characteristics on the ether. 
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fore quoted author’s words,) the Religion of those Philosophers, 
who proposed no other zood, but wrt they would have us find 
in our own persons? Is this the true and Sovereign Good? Or, 
have these men discovered no remedies of our evils? Was it:a 
proper method for the cure of man’s presumption, thus to equal 
him with God ?—On the other hand, have those succeeded bet- 
ter in restraining our earthly desires, who would bring us down 
to the level of beasts, and present us with sensual gratifications 
for our real and universal happiness? “ Lift up your eyes to 
Gov,” said those of the former tribe, ‘behold him who has 
stamped you with his image, and has made you for his worship ; 
you have not on ly a capacity of being like him, but wisdom, if 
you follow its directions, will even render you his Prxrrs!” 
Whiie those of the latter herd cried, with no less earnestness, 
“Cast down your eyes to the ground, base worms as you are, 
and look to the beasts, your coodly partners and fellows.”— 
What then is to be the fate of man? Shall he be equal to God ; 
or, shall he not be superior to the beasts? How frightful, how 
shocking a distance this!—Shall we become sceptics or dogma- 
tisis ?, What shall we embrace ? What shall we be ?—What Re- 
ligion shall at once enform us without doubt, and give us cer- 
tainly without disputation 2? What Religion shall instruct us to 
correct at once our pride, and our concupiscence 2? What Religion 
shall disclose to us our happiness and our duty; together with 
the infirmities which stop us in so desirable a course; with the 
proper help of these infirmities ; and the means of obtaining this 
help ?”—-Where is this wonderful dispensation to be found !—~ 


Let us with diligence pursue the enquiry. 


CHAPTER IW]. 
ON THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND THEIR RELIGION. 


Ir the wise men of Greece, if the philosophers of Rome, can 
afford no satisfaction in our researches after the true religion, it 
will be in vain to seek for it amidst the darkness of pagan super- 
stition, and the follies of heathen worship. From these, there- 
fore, we will turn our view to a little nation, in all respects pecu- 
dar ; which cannot fail to attract, to engage, and to repay our 
nicest notice. M. Pascal has so finely and clearly expressed 
what we would wish to say on this subject, that we are persuaded 
our readers will excuse us, if we freely use his words ; since we 
cannot hope to find others equally excellent. 

“While I am making reflections,” says he, ‘on the strange 
and unaccountable variety of manners and belief, in different 
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countries and periods, I find in one little corner of the world, a 
peculiar people, separated from all the nations under heaven, 
whose registers exceed, by many ages, the most ancient stories 
now onrecord. | discover a great and numerous race, who wor- 
ship one God, and are governed by a law, which they affirm 
themselves to have received from fis hand. The sum of what 
they maintain is this; That they are the only persons whom 
God has honoured with the communication of his mysteries ; 
that all other men, having corrupted themselves, and merited the 
divine displeasure, are abandoned to their own sense and im- 
agination ; whence arise the endless wanderings and continual 
alterations amongst them, whether in religion, or in civil disci- 
pline: While their nation alone has preserved an immovable 
establishment: But that God will not always leave the rest of 
the world under such miserable darkness; that a common Sa- 
viour shall at length arrive; that the sole end of their polity is 
to prefigure and proclaim his arrival; that they were formed 
and constituted with express design to be the heralds of his great 
appearance, and to give warning to all nations, that they should 
unite in the blessed expectation of a Redeemer. 

‘My adventure amongst this people, as it gives me the greats 
est surprise, so it seems to me, deserving the highest regard and 
attention, on account of the wonderful and singular curiosities 
discoverable in their frame. 

‘They are a people composed entirely of brethren: ‘and 
whereas all others have been constituted by an assemblage of 
almost infinite races and bloods, these, though so prodigiously 
fruitful, have descended all from the same man; whehce, being 
as one flesh, and as members one of another, they form the 
most compacted strength of one undivided family. This is 
most peculiar and distinguishing ! 

‘¢ They are the most ancient people that fall under our know!- 
edge and discovery ; a circumstance, which, in my judgment, 
ought to procure them a particular veneration, especially in‘ re- 
gard to our present enquiry; because, if God has, at any time, 
vouchsafed to reveal himself to mankind, these are the persons 
from whose hands we are to receive the tradition. ee 

‘“ Nor are they only considerable in point of antiquity, but no 
less singular in their duration, from their original to this day. 
For while the several people of Greece, of Italy, of Sparta, of 
Athens, and of Rome, together with others which sprung up 
long after them, have been extinct many ages, these have always 
subsisted, and, in spite of the various designs of many great and 
powerful princes, who have a thousand tirnes attempted their de- 
struction, (as historians testify, and as it is natural to infer, from 
the SA ag, Se and revolutions of things,) have maintained 
themselves during so vast a course of years, and stretching them- 
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selves from the earliest to the latest memory, have caused the 
annals of their own nation to be co-extended with the history of 
the world. . : 

‘‘ The law by which this people is governed, appears, in all 
respects, to be the most ancient and most perfect that has obtain- 
ed amongst men, and the only one which was able to endure with- 
out change or interruption in the same state, as Philo the Jew has 
demonstrated on many occasions; and Josephus, most admira- 
bly, in his discourse against Appion; where the same excellent 
author observes it to have stood so high in respect of antiquity, 
that the very name of Jaw was not known in other countries till 
a thousand years after ; insomuch, that Homer, though obliged 
to spcak of so many different nations, has not once used the 
word. And, as to the perfection of this law, we may -easily 
make an estimate of it, from the bare reading; by which we 
shali discern it to have disposed all things with so much wisdom, 
justice, and equity, that it is no wonder the famed legislators of 
Greece and Rome should borrow thence their principal institu- 
tions, as we find they did by the laws of the Twelve Tables, and by 
other evidences which Josephus has produced at large. 

“Yet this law is, at the same time, severe and rigorous be- 
yond all others, obliging its votaries, the better to secure them 
in their duty, to a thousand peculiar and painful observances, 
under a capital penalty ; Whence we cannot without astonish- 
ment, reflect, that it should for so many ages be preserved in- 
violable, amongst a rebellious and impatient people, such as we 
know the Jews to have been; while all other states have, from 
time to time, caanged the body of their laws, though (on the con- 
trary,) mild, and gentle, and easy to be obeyed. 

‘¢' The same people are still no less to be admired for their 
great sincerity. They preserve, with the utmost faithfulness and 
zeal, the very book in which Moses has left.it recorded, that they 
were ever stubborn and ungrateful towards God, and that he for- 
saw they would be more perverse after his death; that he, there- 
fore, calls heaven and earth to witness against them, as to the 
sufficiency of the warning which he had given them ; that final- 
ly God, being incensed by their transgressions, would scatter 
them through all lands; and as they had provoked him to jealousy, 
by serving gods which were no gods, he also would provoke them, 
by calling a people which were not a people. 

‘To conclude: I find no reason to suspect the authority of 
the book which relates all these particulars ; for there is the 
greatest difference imaginable between a book composed by a 
private hand, and dispersed amongst a whole people, and a book 
of which the people themselves segm to be the joint authors, as 
well as the common subject. In this case, the antiquity of the 
book and of the people, is confessedly the same. 
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“Tt is no inconsiderable recommendation of these writings, 
that they were composed by authors cotemporary to the facts 
which they record. All histories compiled by persons not equal 
in age to the actions described, are to be suspected; as the 
books of the Sibyls, of Hermes Trismegistus, and many others, 
which, having for a while passed with credit in the world, have 
heen detected as forgeries, by succeeding times. Cotemporary 
authors are neither capable of this fraud, nor liable to this cen- 
sure.” 

But what will greatly recommend these writings to us, is, that 
they give us a rational and consistent account of that state of 
human nature, which we delineated in a former chapter; and 
lead us at once to a noble idea of the Deity, and the clearest 
knowledge of ourselyes.—But these topics must be pursued in 2. 


following chapter. 
{To be continued, ) 


a 


Biography. 


HIFE OF THE REV C. Fe. SWARTZ, MISSIONARY TO THE 
EAST-INDIES. 


‘ 


(Continued from page 174.) 


“¢ Te resident, Mr. Macleod, who had been on a visit to 
Tritchinapoly for some weeks, hearing on his arrival the ill state 
of Mr. Swartz’s health, had the kindness to send for Dr. Street 
from Tritchinapoly. The doctor arrived here on the first of De- 
cember ; and after consulting with Dr. Stuart, he recommended 
the tincture of steel to be taken with an infusion of bark, which 
by the blessings of God, put a stop to the vomiting, with which 
he had been afflicted since the 17th of October. 

‘© On the 3d of December, the first Sunday in Advent, very 
early in the morning, he sent for the Rev. Mr. Jenické and my- 
self, and desired the Lord’s Supper to be administered to him, 
which was accordingly done by the Rev. Mr. Jenické. 

“« Before he received the Lord’s Supper, he put up a long and 
affecting prayer. ‘To hear this eminent servant of Cirist, who 
had faithfully served his Redeemer very near halfa century, dis- 
claiming all merit of his own, humbling himself before the foot- 
stool of the Divine Majesty as the chief of sinners, and grounding 
all his hopes of mercy and salvation on the unmerited grace of 
God, and the meritorious sacrifice of his beloved Saviour, was a 
great lesson of humility to us. | 
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“ Our joy was great on his recovery ; but alas, it was soon 
changed into sorrow, when we observed that the severe attacks 
of his illness had ina great degree affected the powers of his 
mind, and which he did not perfectly get the better of till his 
last illness, a few days before his departure out of life, notwith- 
standing all the remedies which were tried. It was, however, sur- 
prising to us, that though his thoughts seemed to be incoherent 
when he spoke of worldly subjects, yet they were quite connect- 
ed when he prayed, or discoursed about divine things. 

‘ After his recovery, he frequently wished, according to his 
old custom, that the school-children, and Christians, should 
assemble in his parlour for evening prayer; with which we com- 

lied in order to please him, though we were concerned to ob- 
serve that these exertions were too much for his feeble frame. 

“The happy talent which he possessed of making almost 
every conversation instructive and edifying, did not forsake him 
even under his weak and depressed state. One morning, when 
his friend Dr. Kennedy visited him (after his return) the conver- 
sation turning upon Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts, which was 
ene of Mr. Swartz’s favourite books, he observed to the doctor, 
that those weighty truths contained in it were not intended that 
we should abandon society, renounce our business, and retire 
into a corner, but to convince us of the emptiness of the hon- 
ours, the riches, and pleasures of this world, and to engage us 
to fix our hearts there where true treasures are to be found. He 
then spoke with peculiar warmth on the folly of minding .the 
things of this world as our chief good, and the wisdom and hap- 

iness of thinking on our eternal concerns. 

‘It was highly pleasing to hear the part which he took in his 
conversation with the Rev. Mr. Pohle, who visited him a little 
after his recovery, and which generally turned on the many be- 
nefits and consolations purchased to believers though Cuaisr. 
He was transported with joy when he spoke on those subjects : 
and I hope | may with truth call it a foretaste of that joy which 
he is now experiencing in the presence of his Redeemer, and in 
the society of the blessed. 

“Qn the 2d of February last year, our venerable father had 
the satisfaction of seeing the Rev. Mr. Gericke, Mr. Holtzberg, 
and his family. Little did we think that the perforinance of the 
last offices for him would prove a part of the duty of our worthy 
senior, the Rev. Mr. Gericke ; and I bless and praise God for 
leading his faithful servant to us, at that very time, when we 
were most in necd of his assistance and comfort. 

‘On the second or third day after the Rev. Mr. Gericke’s arri- 
val, Mr. Swartz complained of a little pain in his right foot, oc- 
casioned by an inflammation ; to remove which, repeated fomen- 
‘ations were applied: but a fewdays after we observed, to our 
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inexpressible grief, the approach of a mortification. Dr. Ken- 
nedy tried every remedy to remove it, and would perhaps have 
effected the cure, if his frame had been able to.support what he 
suffered. He was an example of patience under all these cala- 
mities. He did not speak, during the whole of his illness, one 
single word of impatience. 

“ The last week of his life he was obliged to lie on his cot the 
greatest part of the day, and as he was of a rebust constitution, 
it required great labour and exertion to remove him to a chair, 
when he would situp. These exertions contributed to weaken 
him more and more. 

“ During his last illness, the Rev. Mr. Gericke visited him 
frequently, and spent much of his time with him in conversing 
on the precious promises of God. through Christ, in singing 
awakening hymns, and in offering his fervent prayers to God to 
comfort and strengthen his aged servant under his severe suffer- 
ings, to continue-and increase his divine blessings upon his 
labours for the propogation of the gospel, and to bless all the 

ious endeavours of the Society, oath all those institutions 
established in this country for the enlargement of the kingdom 
of Christ. 

“He rehearsed with peculiar emphasis (whilst we were singing) 
particular parts of the hymns expressing the believer’s assurance 
of faith, and the great love of God in Christ. His fervour 
was visible to every one present whilst Mr. Gericke was praying; 
and, by his loud Amen, he shewed his ardent desire for the ac- 
complishment of our united petitions. 

‘+A few days before he entered into the joy of his Lord, the 
Rev. Mr. Gericke asked him whether he had any thing to say to 
the brethren. His answer was, ‘ Tell them that it is my re- 
quest, that they should make the faithful discharge of their of- 
fice their chief care and concern.’ 

‘A day or two before his departure, when he was visited by 
the doctor, he said, * Doctor, in heaven there will be no pain.? 
‘Very true,’ replied the doctor, ‘ but we must keep you here as 
long as we can.’ He paused a few moments, and then addressed 
the doctor with those words, ‘ O! dear doctor, let us take care 
that we may not be missing there.’ ‘These words were delivered 
with such an affectionate tone of voice, that they made a deep 
impression on the doctor, and on every one present. 

‘*On Wednesday, the 13th of Feb. 1798, which closed the 
melancholy scene, we observed with deep concern, the approach 
of his dissolution. The Rev. Messrs. Gericke, Jenické, Holtz- 
berg, and myself, were much with him in the morning; and in 
the afternoon we sung several excellent hymns, and offered up 
our prayers and praises to God, in which he joined us with fer- 
vour and delight. After we had retired, he prayed silently; and 

Vou. Il. 27 
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at one time, he uttered the following words: ‘O Lord, hitherto 
thou hast preserved me; hitherto thou hast brought me: and 
hast bestowed innumerable benefits upon me. Do what is pleas- 
ing in thy sight. I deliver my spirit into thy hands ; cleanse and 
adorn it with the righteousness of my Redeemer, and receive 
me into the arms of thy love and mercy.’ About two hours after 
we had retired, he sent for me, and looking upon me with a 
friendly countenance, he imparted his last paternal blessing in 
those precious words: ‘1 wish you many comforts.’ On offering 
him some drink, he wished to be placed ona chair; but as soon 
as he was raised upon the cot, he bowed his head, and without 
a groan or struggle, he shut his eyes, and died between four and 
five in the afternoon, in the 72d year of his age. 

‘Though our minds were deeply afflicted at the loss of our 
beloved father, yet the consideration of his most edifying con- 
duct during his illness, his incredible patience under his severe 
pains, his triumphant death, and the evident traces of sweetness 
and composure which were left on his countenance, prevented 
the vent of our sorrows for the present, and animated us to praise 
God for his grest mercies bestowed on us through his faithful 
servant, and to entreat him to enable us to follow his blessed ex- 
ample, that our last end might be like his. 

‘‘ His remains were committed to the earth on the 14th of 
February, about five in the afternoon, in the chapel out of the 
fort, erected by him near his habitation, in the garden given to 
him by the late Tulja Maha Rajah. 

* His funeral was a most awful and very affecting sight. It 
was delayed a little longer above the limited time, as Serfogee 
Rajah wished once more to have a look at him. The affliction 
which he suffered at the loss of the best of his friends, was very 
affecting. He shed a flood of tears over the body, and covered 
it with a gold cloth. We intended to sing a funeral hymn, 
whilst the body was conveyed to the chapel; but we were pre- 
vented from it by the bitter cries and lamentations of the multi- 
tudes of poor who had crowded into the garden, and which 
pierced through our souls. We were of course obliged to defer 
it till our arrival atthe chapel. The burial service was perform- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Gericke, in the presence of the Rajah, the 
Resident, and most of the gentlemen who resided in the place, 
and a great number of native Christians, full of regret for the 
loss of so excellent a minister, the best of men, and a most 
worthy member of society. O may a merciful God grant, that 
all those who are appointed to preach the gospel to the heathen 
world, may follow the example of this venerable servant of 
Christ! And may he send many such faithful labourers, to 
answer the pious intention and endeavours of the. honourable 


Society, for the enlargemeit'of the kingdom of Christ! May 
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he mercifully grant it, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Amen !”” 

We shall now close our life of Mr. Swartz, by various testi- 
monies in honour of his character and labours. 

I. The first attestation will be that of the Heatuen Prince, 
UNDER WHOSE AUTHORITY HE LIVED—a_ witness, of all others, 
the least to be suspected. 

“IT beg leave,’? says the Missionary Gericke, addressing the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, “ to send a letter 
from Serfogee, Maha Rajah of Tanjore, and to recommend its 
contents to the Society. No son can have a greater regard for 
his father, than this good Hindoo had for Mr. Swartz, and still 
has forhismemory.” This letter is as follows: | 


“T'o the Honourable Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 


‘© HONOURABLE SIRS, 


“1 Have requested of your Missionaries to write to you, 
their superiors and friends, and to apply to you in my name, for 
@ monument of marble, to be erected in their church, that is in 
my capital and residency, to perpetuate the memory of the late 
Rev. Father Swartz, and to ie the great esteem I have for 
the character of that great and good man, and the gratitude [ 
owe him, my father, my friend, the protector and guardian of 
my youth; and now | beg leave to apply to you myself, and to 
beg that, upon my account, you will order such a monument 
for the late Rev. Missionary Father Swartz to be made, and to 
be sent out to me, that it may be fixed to the pillar that is next 
to the pulpit from which he preached. The pillars of the church 
are about two cubits broad. 

‘¢ May you, Honourable Sirs, ever be enabled to send to this 
country such Missionaries as are like the late Rev. Mr. Swartz! 
‘‘ ] am, Honourable Sirs, 
“ Your’s, faithfully and truly, 
SERFOGEE Rasau.” 
Tanjore, May 28, 1801. 


The Society concurred in opinion with its East India Mission 
Committee, that the contents of this letter from the Rajah of 
Tanjore bear strong testimony to the high character of Mr. 
Swartz; that it would be proper to comply with the request of 
his Highness, and that steps should be taken without delay by 
the Committee, to have a suitable monument constructed, and 
that the same be sent out to Tanjore, to be placed in the Mission 
Church there. 

The monument was accordingly prepared by Mr. Flaxman, 
and is now erected in the church at ‘Tanjore—a lasting evidence 
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of the duty and policy of bringing into action on the native mind 
the powerful influence of the gospel of Christ, when administered 
by holy men. 

How blessed the memory of the just! In several conversa- 
tions, some time afterward, with the senior of the Danish Mis- 
sion at Tranquebar, the Rajah ‘ discovered the most tender and 
filial remembrance of the late Mr. Swartz.’ But the influence 
of his great character did not end here: it disposed the mind of 
the Rajah to view his survivors and their work with partiality. 
He “ expressed much friendship for Messrs. Gericke and Kol- 
hoff; and for all the Missionaries in whom he discovered the 
same sentiments and zeal. He expressed his wish, and had de- 
clared, on several occasions, that none but such as would follow 
in the steps of Mr. Swartz, and were like him, at least in piety, 
might be sent out to the Mission.” 

Phe impression made, by the character of Mr. Swartz, on the 
mind of the Rajah, was not of a fugitive kind; for, several years 
after his death, having erected a very extensive and costly build- 
ing, sixteen miles southeast of Tanjore, for the benefit of Bra- 
mins and travellers, and having established therein a very large 
institution for the maintenance and education of Hindoo children 
of different castes, his tender regard for the memory of Mr. 
Swartz induced him to found, in a neighbouring village, a char- 
itable establishment for the maintenance and education of fifty 
poor Christian children. Thirty poor Christians also are main- 
tained and clothed by the Rajah’s charitable institution ; and at 
another institution, near the fort of Tanjore, fitty poor, lame, 
blind, and other objects of charity, all belonging to the Missions, 
are entirely supported by his bounteous hand; beside numbers of 
other poor, of all sects and persuasions. He has given orders 
that his Christian servants, civil and military, shall not be denied 
by their officers, liberty to attend divine service on Sundays and 
festivals, and that they shal] be excused from all other duty on 
such occasions. 

2. The Court or Directors or THE East Inp1a Company, 
are the next witnesses to the exalted worth of Mr. Swartz. 

. Inthe following extract of a general Letter from the Court to 
the Government at Madras, dated October 29, 1807, the Direc: 
tors express unequivocal admiration of his character. 

“‘ By our extra ship, the Union, you will receive in four pack- 
ing cases, numbered 1 to 4, a marble monument, which has been 
executed by Mr. Bacon, under our directions, to the memory of 
the Rev. Christian Frederick Swartz, as the most appropriate 
testimony of the deep sense we entertain of his transcendent 
merit, of his unwearied and disinterested labours in the cause of 
religion and piety, and the exercise of the purest and most ex- 
alted benevolence : also of his public services at Tanjore, where 
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the influence: of his name and character, through the unbounded 
confidence and veneration which they inspired, was for a long 
course of years productive of important benefits to the Com- 
any. 

. On no subject has the Court of Directors been more unani- 
mous, than in their anxious desire to perpetuate the memory of 
this eminent person, and to excite in others an emulation of his 
great example: we accordingly direct, that the monument be 
erected in some conspicuous situation near the altar in the church 
of St. Mary, in Fort St. George; and that you adopt, in con- 
junction and with the assistance of the Rev. Dr. Kerr, the senior 
Chaplain at your Presidency, any other measures that your judg- 
ment shall suggest, as likely to give effect to these our Intentions, 
and to render them impressive on the minds of the Public at 
your settlement. As one of the most efficacious, we would re- 
commend, that on the first Sunday after the erection of the mon- 
ument, a discourse, adapted to the occasion, be delivered by 
the Senior Chaplain. We desire also that the native inhabitants, 
by whom Mr. Swartz was so justly revered, may be permitted 
and encouraged to view the monument, after it shall have been 
erected, and that translations be made of the inscription into the 
country languages, and published at Madras, and copies sent to 
Tanjore, and the other districts in which Mr. Swartz occasion- 
ally resided, and established Seminaries for religious instruction. 

‘We were much gratified by learning that his Excellency the 
Rajah of Tanjore, ‘had also been desirous of erecting a monu- 
ment to the memory of Mr. Swartz, in the church which was 
built by Mr. Swartz himself in the inner fort of that capital, and 
had sent directions accordingly to this country, in consequence 
of which a monument has been executed by Mr. Flaxman. We 
shall give directions for its being received on board one of our 
ships free of freight, and we desire that you will afford every 
facility towards its conveyance to Tanjore. 

(A true Extract.) “G. G. Kesue. 


6 Secretary to Government.” 


Copy of the Inscription on Mr. Swariz’s Monument. 
SACRED: TO THE MEMORY 


of the Reverenp Curistian Frepericx Swartz. 

Whose life was one continued effort to imitate the example of his 
: BLESSED MASTER. 

Employed as a Protestant Missionary from the Government of 

Denmark, 
And in the same character by the Society in Encianp for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge, _ 

He, during a period of rirty years, “Went about doing good ;* 
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Manifesting, in respect to himself, the most entire abstraction | 
from temporal views, 
But embracing every opportunity of promoting both the temporal 
and eternal Welfare of others. 
In him Reticion appeared not with a gloomy aspect 
or forbidding mien, 
But with a graceful form and placid dignity. 
Among the many Fruits of his indefatigable labours was 
| the erection of the cuurcn at Tansore. 
The savings from a small Salary were, for many years, devoted 
to the pious work, ni 
And the remainder of the Expense supplied by Individuals 
at his solicitation. 
The Christian Seminaries at Ramnapporam and 
in the TinnEveELLy province were established by him. 
Beloved and honoured by Evrorgans, 
He was, if possible, held in still deeper reverence by the Natives 
_ of this country, of every degree and every sect ; 
And their unbounded confidence in his integrity and Truth 
Was, on many occasions, rendered highly beneficial 
to the public service. 
The poor and the inyuRED 
Looked up to him as an unfailing friend and advocate ; 
The Great and PowERFUL 
Concurred in yielding him the highest homage ever paid in this 
Quarter of the Globe to European virtue. 
The late Ilyper Atty Cawn, 

In the midst of a bloody and vindictive war with the Carnatic, 
Sent orders to his officers “to permit the venerable FaTHER SWARTZ 
to pass unmolested, and shew him respect and kindness, 
For he isa holy Man, and means no harm to my government.” 
The late Tutsasa, Ragan of Tansore, 

When on his death-bed, desired to entrust to his protecting care 
His adopted Son, Serrocer, the present Rasan, 

With the administration of all affairs of his Country. 

On a spot of ground granted to him by the same Prince, 
two miles east of Tansore, 

He built a House for his Resideace, and made it an 

ORPHAN ASYLUM. 3 
Here the last 20 years of his life were spent in the education and 
religious instruction of Children, 


s 


Particularly those of indigent parents—whom he gratuitously 
: maintained and instructed: : 
And here, on the 13th of February, 1798, 
Surrounded by his infant flock, and in the presence of several of 
his disconsolate brethren 


Entreating them to continue to make Rexicion 
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the first object of their care, 
And imploring with his last breath the Divine Blessing 
on their labours, 
He closed his truly Christian Career, in the 72d year of his age. 
Tue East-Inp1a Company, 
Anxious to perpetuate the memory of such transcendent worth, 
And gratefully sensible of the Public Benefits which resulted 
from its influence, 
Caused this Monument to be erected, Ann. Dom. 1807. 


(To be concluded in the next.) 
ee > 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


A SHORT MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN THOMAS. 


Albany, April 1, 1819. 
Dear Breturen, 


I am unwilling that the saints of God should be for- 
gotten through my neglect. I therefore transmit to you a short, 
though well authenticated, memoir of our esteemed friend and 
brother J. Thomas. His surviving friends are truly worthy 
and pious; and from them I have received every item contained 


in this short sketch. — 
JosepH CrAwForpD. 


Joun Tuomas was a native of Wales; but had been in 
America upwards of seventeen years. But as he was above 
fifty years old when he came to this country, he was never able 
to converse in English: from this circumstance his real worth, 
as to his Christian character, was known only to a few who 
were able to converse wiih him in his native tongue ; and who 
were paitakers with him of like precious faith. 

Belore he came to this country, he had been much impressed 
under the ministry of a Welch Missionary who preached seve- 
ral times in his neighbourhood. These impressigns, however, 
as is too often the case, wore off; nevertheless the Lord, who 
is rich in mercy, followed him by the power of his spirit, ‘and 
about eleven years since wrought upon his mind in such an im- 
pressive manner that he fell to the earth under a view of his 
guilt and wretchedness. From that time he became a sincere 
seeker of salvation, and for about eight years walked in the 
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way of life, though in comparatively low attainments. About 
this time it pleased God in a very powerful manner to ar- 
rest his two eldest sons, who in a short time were both brought 
into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

As they could both understand and speak the Welch lan- 
guage, they, under God, proved a great blessing to their fathers. 
Through their faithful haan his views were greatly enlarg- 
ed, and he was enabled to enter more fully into divine commu- 
nion with the father of mercies. About this period he, with his 
two eldest sons, came forward and joined the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; and for three years he was truly an exemplary 
member, and an ornament of his profession. 

Through his pious endeavours his wife was also brought to 
walk in the way of life and salvation with him. He was literal- 
ly a stranger upon the earth ; for as he could only understand, 
and speak the Welch, he could have intercourse with but yery 
few. 

He was much attached to all the ordinances of religion, and 
very attentive to the means of grace, especially Class-meet- 
ings, where he always seemed to enjoy a heaven upon earth. 
‘The last time I met him in Class, which was about ten days be- 
fore his happy death, J spoke to him, and among the expressions 
that he uttered, I understood this, ‘*O! happy! happy!” 

He, with a few others who could use the Welch tongue, kept 
up a prayer-meeting at his house for about three years. At 
these weekly meetings for prayer, he was remarkably fervent in 
spirit, and seemed greatly delighted that the Lord had given him 
so many of his family to go toglory with him. 

He was a man whose pious example proved a very great bless- 
yng to his family. He frequently attended Divine worship, when 
his asthmatic affection was so severe upon him, that he was com- 

elled to rest by the way to recover breath. 

Our dear friend was, for many years, subject to great bodily 
affliction, under which he bore up with the utmost patience, to 
the very last. For several of the last weeks of his life, he shew- 
ed signs of a rapid decline ; though his friends were not aware 


_that he was so near his end, till a short time before he died. 


As he approached the period of his departure his full soul seem- 
ed more than ever drawn out for his children, and in a particu- 
lar manner for his youngest son, for whom he felt a very great 
concern, believing him to be a stranger to the gracious work of 
pardoning love ; and in answer to these last parental supplica- 
tions, it pleased an all merciful God to awaken his son, who, as 
we trust, was set at liberty, and filled with joy and peace in be- 
lieving, on the ensuing Sabbath evening. 

In the last few days of his life, he often sung part of a Welch 
poem, the meaning of'which was, that the world with all its 
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Vanities should disappear, that he might hold constant, and un- 
interrupted communion with the Lord. 

The day he died he said, ‘ he blessed God that he had spared - 
him that week, that it was the best week he had ever experi- 
enced, for the Lord had taken away every root of bitterness out 
of him.” 

Being asked if he would have a physician, he said, ‘oh! no! 
T have the Saviour, that is better to me than all. physicians.”? 
When he was asked respecting his prospects of future happi- 
ness, he said, ‘‘ 1 am ready to go, if it is this night.”? His last 
words were, ‘ Lord receive my precious soul ;”? and _ then tri- 
umphantly fell asleep in the Lord, on the 24th of March, 1819, 
in the seventieth year of his age. 

‘‘ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, yea saith the 
Spirit, they rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.”’ I was requested to preach a funeral sermon, which I 
did the following Sabbath, from Heb. vi. 12. “ That ye be not 
slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promises.”’ 


Miscellaneous. 


ee 


AN INSTANCE OF INGENIOUS DEPRAVITY, 
From ihe Imperial Magazine. 


Tue age in which we live, though distinguished for many 
other striking peculiarities, is rendered remarkable for active 
benevolence, for a diffusion of light, an increase of pauperism, 
and for melancholy instances of moral depravity. To prevent, 
in some degree, the vices from becoming contagious, many salu- 
tary regulations have been proposed, respecting the distribution 
of criminals in our common gaols ; and not a few have been in- 
troduced, through which the juvenile offender is prevented from 
growing hardened. in his iniquities, by associating with such 
veterans in guilt as nothing can reclaim. The necessity of 
these measures may be gathered from the following anecdote, 
which to many of our readers may appear perfectly new.— 

- Aman, who had committed a robbery, attended with some pe- 
culiar circumstances of aggravation, was taken into custody, and 
consigned to the commgn gaol, to take his trial at the ensuing 
assizes. As this was his first offence, he felt all the degradation 
and horror of his situation, which an awakened conscience could 
‘impart. Giving way to serious reflections, and anticipating his 
approacting destiny, he became so much dejected, that his con- 
Vou. II. 28 
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duct excited the attention of his fellow-prisoners ; who, being 
greater proficients in vice than himself, amused themselves with 
his weakness; and, regardless of their own condition, sported 
with his approaching fate. 

One among them, however, in whom art, impudence, and crim- 
inality, had combined, took an occasion more gravely to repri- 
mand his melancholy companion, on account of his dejection ; 
assuring him, that unless he turned his attention to the means of 
eluding justice, the consequences would be serious. He was in- 
formed in reply by th: ‘young offender, that he had no hope of 
escaping, the evidence being strong and pointed against him ; 
and thet his own conscience directed him to plead guilty.— 
‘¢ There is no case so hopeless,” it was intimated, “ from which 
aman, with a little money and good management, may not be 
extricated. If you have any money, and will follow my direc- 
tions, I will engage, for a given sum, to bring you off with hon- 
our.” : 

Revived a little at the prospect of a release, though only 
promised by a fellow- prisoner, the young criminal listened with 
much attention; and began to inquire, on what foundation he 
could rest his hopes? ‘ This is a point,” replied his instructor, 
‘¢ which I will not reveal. Your business is to secure the cer- 
tain payment of the money on your acquittal ; to plead not guilty 
at the bar; and, when discharged, to provide for your own 
safety; the rest of the business you are to leave with me.”— 
Shocked at the idea of pleading not guilty, in a case which he 
knew to be so clear, the young man hesitated to follow the advice 
given; since his only hopes of a mitigation of punishment arose 
from a consciousness of his penitence, and the compassion of 
his prosecutors. ‘ Unless you will consent boldly to plead not 
guilty,”? replied the veteran, “1 will have nothing to do with 
you; and you will inevitably be hanged.”—The hope of life 
being too strong for the voice of conscience, the young man 
consented to plead not guilty; and their affairs were soon ar- 


ranged. ; ; 
‘“* You have now,” said the instructor, “ nothing more to do, 


‘than to make me acquainted with every minute circumstance 


connected with the robbery. Give me the time, the place, the 
light, the company, the dress, the conversation, with all the mi- 
nute particulars of which you have any recollection.” The 
young man again hesitated,. being unwilling to put his life into 
the hands ofa villain, who had refused to confide in him even 
the secret of his own escape. This hesitation, however, was 
soon overcome, when he was informed‘ that “ without it he must 
die on the gallows; and that, even if this effort to save him 


proved ineffectual, he could but be hanged at last.” 
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Their affairs having reached this crisis, they retired to some 
corner, where the young man communicated every circumstance 
of the robbery which he recollected. This, by repetition, was 
soon impressed upen the mind of his companion ; who, by ques- 
tions and observations, continued to increase his stock of in- 
formation, until the day of trial arrived, which was to bring his 
ingenuity to the test. 

The young man was first arraigned ; and, contrary to the ex- 
pectation of his prosecutor, and of most present, who had been 
informed of his penitence, pleaded not guilty. The evidences 
were then examined, and the facts were substantiated in the 
most unequivocal manner. ‘The prisoner had no defence to 
‘make, and the only thing which was now wanting to ratify his 
doom, was the awful sentence of the judge, which he every mo- 
ment expected to hear pronounced. | 

At this eventful crisis, an unusual stir was heard among the 
prisoners who had not yet been brought to trial. On making 
inquiry into the cause of this disorder, one of them desired that 
the Court might be informed, that he had something of import- 
ance to communicate on the present occasion ; and desired that 
he might be brought to the bar before sentence was pronounced 
on the prisoner then on his trial. The intelligence being com- 
municated, he was ordered to appear, and to state what he knew 
relative to the affair then under consideration. This was just 
what he wanted; and, having obtained liberty, he addressed the 
Court in nearly the following language : 

‘It is with the utmost shame that I acknowledge myself to 
have been, through a considerable portion of my life, a most 
abandoned character. But my career of wickedness is now 
brought nearly to an end; for I expect, very shortly, to forfeit 
my life to the violated laws of my country. But, bad as I have 
been, I cannot think of permitting an innocent man to die for a 
crime of which | have been guilty. 1am the person who com- 
mitted the robbery, for which the prisoner is now arraigned ; 
and am the only person who. ought to suffer for it. And to 
aie to the satisfaction of the Court that my confession is true, 

will relate all the circumstances connected with the robbery.”? 

Having said,this, he began a history of the whole transaction, 
and entered into all the minute particulars of the time, place, 
manner, and conversation, &c. with which the prosecutor and 
his witnesses were well acquainted, and appealed to them in their 
turns respectively for the truth of his declarations. And, finally, 
concluded his account with a serious admonition to the witness- 
es, and to all present, to be particularly careful how they swore 
away the life of an innecent person under a delusive train of.ap- 
pearances, 
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On hearing this unexpected statement, the Court was mitch 
confused ; the witnesses looked upon each cther with astonish- 
ment; the prosecutor was visibly agitated; and even the judge 
was confounded. Recovering, however, from their surprise, 
the Judge, after some observations, ordered the prisoner to be 
acquitted, and set at liberty. In the meanwhile, the self-con- 
victed felon was remanded, while his indictment was preparing, 
with orders to appear and take his trial on the ensuing day, for 
the offence which he had thus voluntarily acknowledged. 

On being brought to the bar, when the usual question of 
Guilty or not Guilty, was put, to the utter amazement of all 
present, he pleaded not Guilty. The astonishment which this 
excited, was scarcely less than that which his previous confes- 
sion had produced. He was then reminded of the transactions 
of yesterday, and admonished not to indulge fallacious hopes of 
escaping justice through the mere indulgence of pleading, which 
the lenity of the laws allowed to persons who were accused of 
offences. 

Nothing, however, could intimidate him, or induce him to 
alter his resolution. He still persisted that he was sot guilty; 
adding, when addressing himself to the Judge, “ If you please, 
my Lord, your own goaler shall prove my innocence.” On be- 
ing asked to explain himself, he replied, “ If you order the gaol- 
keeper to look over his books, he will find that I was in gaol 
when this robbery was committed.”? On searching the books, 
it was accordingly discovered that he had actually been lodged 
in gaol on the day preceding that of the robbery, and his acquit- 
tal was the inevitable consequence.—-Of the issue of his trial 
for his own offence, ne account has been preserved. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND CHRISTIANITY. 


Extract from a discourse of the Rev, Eliphalet Nott. 


Puiiosopny confines its views to this world principally. It 
eadeavours to satisfy man with the grovelling joys of earth till 
he returns to that earth from which he was taken. Christianity 
takes a nobler flight. Her course is directed towards immor- 
tality. hither she conducts her votary, and neyer forsakes 
him till having introduced him into the society of angels, she 
fixes his eternal residence among the spirits of the just. Phi- 
losophy can only heave a sigh, a longing sigh after immortality. 
Eternity is to her an unknown yast, in which she soars on con- 
jecture’s trembling wing. Above—beneath—around—is an un- 
iathomable void ; and doubt, uncertainty, or despair, are the 
result of allher inquiries, Christianity, on the other hand, having 
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furnished all necessary information concerning life, with firm 
‘and undaunted step crosses death’s.narrow isthmus, and boldly 

aunches forth into that dread futurity which borders on it.— 
ian path is marked with glory. The once dark, dreary region 
lightens as she approaches it, and benignly smiles as she pass- 
es over it. Faith follows where she advances, till reaching the 
summit of everlasting hills, an unknown scene in endless varic- 
ties of loveliness and beauty presents itself, over which the 
ravished eye wanders without a cloud to dim or a limit to ob- 
struct its sight. In the midst of this scene, rendered luminous 
by the glory which covers it, the city—the palace—the throne 
of God appears.—Trees of life wave their ambrosial tops 
around it; rivers of salvation issue from beneath it ; before it 
angels touch their harps of living melody, and saints in sweet 
response breathe forth to the listening heavens their grateful 
songs. The breezes of paradise waft the symphony, and the 
pending sky directs it to the earth. The redeemed of the Lord 
catch the distant sound, and feel a sudden rapture. ’Tis the 
voice of departed friendship—friendship the loss of which they 
mourned upon earth, but which they are now assured will be re- 
stored in the heavens, from whence a voice is heard to say, 
‘‘ fear not,” .death cannot injure you; the grave cannot con- 
fine you; through its chill mansion, grace will conduct you up 
to glory. We wait your arrival, haste, therefore, come away. 


. 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


—~. 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


ACCOUNT OF THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE WORK OF GOD 
IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY. 


Introductory remarks to Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion, 
among the Methodists in the Western Country. , 


(Continued from page 187.) 


No. Il. 


Tue Rev. William M’Kendree, (now Bishop) Presiding 
Elder of the district, was in the lower part of the state about 
the commencement of the revival, and became much engaged 
in it.. In the latter part of 1800, or early in 1801, (if my re- 
collection serves me) he came up to the centre of the settle- 
ments of the state; and in many places, was the first to hear 
the tidings of these singular meetings, which had so recently 
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commenced, and had so greatly attracted the attention of mul- 
titudes. I shall never forget the looks of the people, who had 
assembled in a congregation composed mostly of Methodists 
and Presbyterians, and their adherents, when the old gentle-. 
man, after the conclusion of a very pathetic sermon, having been 
much animated in the work, gave an interesting statement of 
the progress of it from what he had seen, and of the meetings . 
before described. Whilst he spoke the very sensations of his 
soul glowed in his countenance: His description of them was 
such as would be vain for me to attempt. He described them 
in their native simplicity: He told of the happy conversion of 
hundreds ; how the people continued in their exercises of sing- 
ing, praying, and preaching on the ground, surrounded by wag- 

ons and tents, for days and nights together. That many were 
so affected, that they fell to the ground like men slain in battle. 
The piercing cries of the penitents, and rapture of the 
healed, appeared to be brought to our view; and what was 
equally encouraging to the faithful, that the work instead of de- 
clining, was progressing to the interior. After this description 

iven by him, it was unnecessary to exhort the faithful to look 
for the like among themselves. Their hearts had already 
began to beatin unison with his ; whilst sinners were generally 
melted into tears. As for my own feelings, though a stranger to 
religion at that time, they will never be forgotten. JI felt, and I 
wept! 

These meetings began, as the season permitted, to make 
their gradual approach towards the centre of the state. It was 
truly wonderful to see what an effect their approach made upon 
the minds of the people. Here inthe wilderness were thousands 
and tens of thousands, of almost every nation: Here were thou- 
sands hungry for the bread of life! and thousands thirsting for 
the waters of salvation! A general move was visible in the con- 
gregations, previously to the arrival of these meetings. The 
devout Christians appeared to be filled with hope. Their hearts 
were greatly enlarged to pray for the prosperity of Zion. The 
formalists were troubied with very uneasy sensations: back- 


sliders became terrified: the wicked in general were either 


greatly alarmed, or struck with solemn awe, whilst curiosity 
was general, and raised to the highest degree to see into these 
strange things. Indeed, such was the commotion, that every 
circle of the cominunity appeared to have their whole atten- 
tion arrested. Many were the conjectures respecting these 
meetings. | 

Things, however, did not continue long to keep the attention 
of the people in suspense. The camp-meetings began to 
approach nearer and nearer to the cenire ; when one meeting 
after another was soon appointed in succession, and the num- 
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ber that attended them is almost incredible to tell. When col- 
lected on the ground, and whilst the meetings continued, such 
crowds would be passing and repassing, that the roads, 
paths and woods appeared to be literally strewed with people! 
Whole settlements and neighborhoods would appear to be va- 
cated, and such was the draught from them, that it was only 
here and there that a solitary house would contain an aged 
house keeper ; young and old very generally pressing through 
every difficulty to see the Camp-Mieting! The Presbyterians 
and Methodists now united in them; hence it was, that they 
took the name of Grenerat Camp-Meetines. ‘This union con- 
tinued until circumstances hereafter mentioned, produced a 
separation. On the 30th January, 1801, one writes, giving an 
account of the work as it first appeared. ‘ The work is still in- 
creasing in Cumberland. It has overspread the whole coun- 
try. It is in Nashville, Barren, Muddy, Gasper, Red Banks, 
Knoxville, &c. J.M.C. has been there two months; he says 
it exceeds any thing he ever saw or heard of. Children and all 
seem to be engaged; but children are the most active in the 
work. When they speak, it appears that the Lord sends his 
Spirit to accompany it with power to the hearts of sinners.— 
They all seem to be exercised in an extraordinary way ; lie 
as though they were dead for some time, without pulse or 
breath ; some a longer, some a shorter time. Some rise with joy 
triumphant; others crying formercy. As soon as they obtain © 
comfort, they cry to sinners, exhorting them to come to the 
Lord.” 

These General Camp-Meetings, not only came up to this de- 
scription, but far exceeded it. Early this spring a work broke 
out in Madison county. On the 22d day of May this year, a 
Camp-meeting was held on Cabin creek. The next genera! 
Cainp-meeting was held at Concord, in Bourbon county, the 
last Monday in May, or beginning of June ; and continued five 
days and four nights. The next general meeting was at Point- 
Pleasant, (Ken.) The next at Indian creek, Harrison county, 
began 24th July, and continued about five days and nights.— 
The Great Generat Camp-Meetine held at Caneriner, 
seven miles from Paris, (Bourbon county,) began on the 6th 
day of August and continued a week. This meeting will be 
particularly noticed hereafter. Independent of these general 
meetings, the methodists had many great and glorious meetings 
unconnected with their Presbyterian brethren. Indeed these 
meetings in each denomination were soon spread over the 
country ; and this year extended over the Ohio river, into the 
N. W. Territory, now state of Ohio. 

Having been raised in this state, the writer, then a youth, has 
many circumstances fresk upon his mind, with regard to this 
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great work ; but in aid of this narrative he is disposed to take 
along whatever he finds that may be correctly given by others. 
“At first appearance (says one) these meetings exhibited no- 
thing to the spectator, unacquainted with them, but a scene of 
confusion, such as scarce could be put into human language. 
They were generally opened with a sermon, at the close of 
which there would be an universal outcry ; some bursting forth 
into loud ejaculations of prayer, or thanksgiving for the truth. 
Others breaking out in emphatical sentences of exhortation; 
others flying to their careless friends, with tears of compassion ; 
beseeching them to turn to the Lord. Some struck with terror 
and hastening through the crowd to make their escape ; or pull- 
ing away their relations.—-Others trembling, weeping’; crying 
out for the Lord Jesus to have mercy upon them; fainting and 
swooning away, till every appearance of life was gone; and the 
extremities of the body assumed the coldness of death.— 
Others surrounding them with melodious songs, or fervent pray- 
ers for their happy conversion; others, collecting into circles, 
round this variegated scene, contending with arguments for and 
against the work. This scene frequently continued without 
intermission for days and nights together.’? At these meet- 
ings many circumstances transpired well worth relating, and 
very interesting, but it would overleap our limits to narrate them; 
one at this time must suffice.”? At Indian Creek a boy from 
appearance about twelve years of age, retired from the stand in 
time of preaching, under a very extraordinary impression; and 
having mounted a log at some distance, and raising his voice in 
a very affecting manner; he attracted the main body of the peo- 
ple in a very few minutes. With tears streaming from his eyes, 
he cried aloud to the wicked, warning them of their danger, de- 
nouncing their certain doom if they persisted in their sins ; ex- 
pressing his love to their souls, and desire that they would turn 
to the Lord and be saved. He was held up by two men; and 
spoke for about an hour, with that convincing eloquence, that 
could be inspired only from above. When his strength seemed 
quite exhausted, and language failed to describe the feelings of 
his soul, he raised his hand, and dropping his handkerchief, 
wet with sweat from his little face, cried out “ Thus, Oh sinner 
shall you drop into hell, unless you forsake your sins and turn 
to the Lord.”? At that moment some fell like those who are shot 
in battle, and the work spread in a manner which human Jan- 


guage cannot describe.?? 
Tuzopnitus ARMENIUS. 


(To be Continued.) 
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Extracts from the first report of the General ‘‘ Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Missionary Society,” at a general meeting held on Monday 
May 4, and by adjournment, on Thursday, May 7, 1818. 


(Concluded from page 198.) 


AMERICA. * 


British Coronies in THE West Inpies.—The letters from 
many of the islands, recently received, are of an encouraging 
kind ; and the additional number of ‘Missionaries appointed, 
with the encreasing encouragement afforded by the white in- 
habitaits, in several of the islands, to their labours, support 
the hope that, great as has been the success of the West Indian 
Mission already, it is but in its infancy; and that its benefits 
will rapidly extend through the Negro population of the islands, 
until the whole are brought under the instructions and influence 
of Christianity. 

The Committee, fully appreciating the object of this Mis- 
sion, have, during the year, made it an object of increased 
attention. Copious instructions and directions have been giv- 
en to the Missionaries recently sent out, and renewed to those 
who are already there, to stimulate them to exertion, and to the 
adoption ofevery means which can promote the stability, know- 
ledge, and piety of the societies: and to communicate to the 
yet neglected part of the Negro race the benefits and consola- 
tions of our religion; and it is a subject which affords great 
cause of gratitude, that notwithstanding the opposition and 
calumnies which these attempts to christianize the slaves of the 
Colonies have had to meet, for so long a period, the cause of 
Charity and Truth appears advancing towards a complete vic- 
tory over the prejudice which has so long assailed it. Notonly 
have the illiberal attacks upon West Indian Missions, by a class 
of writers at home, been for a considerable time suspended, and 
in those publications where they were the most frequent; but a 
sentiment in favour of the communication of Christianity to the 
colonial negroes is recovering strength in some of the Colonies 
themselves. In proof of this, the Committee have to instance 
the late extension of the work in Jamaica; an invitation from 
some of the principal gentlemen of the island of Tobago to es- 
tablish a Mission there, accompanied with a tender of liberal 
pecuniary aid; and a similar request from a gentleman of in- 
fluence in Grenada, with the offer of support for an additional 
Missionary, to be appointed for the express purpose of statedly 
affording iastruction to the slaves of his estates. To this evi- 
dence of the advance of the public sentiment in the West Indies 
in favour of Missionaries, may be added an intelligent work 
lately published, entitled, “ Letters on the West Indies,” by 


James Walker, Esq., a gentleman long resident in the islands : 
VoL. Il. 29 
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and who, though neither a Methodist, or Dissenter of any kind, 
has given explicit and full testimony to the prudent conduct of 
the Missionaries of different denominations employea in the 
West Indies, and to the good effects of their pious labours upon 
the moral and social condition of the slaves ; and has also ably 
jadvocated the general principle of the obligation of a Christian 
people to provide for the religious wants of the pagan popula- 
tion of the Colonies. : 

To these cheering indications of improving public sentiment 
in the West-Indies themselves, the Committee have great plea- 
sure in referring to a late decision of the government at home, 
in a case intimately connected with the morality of the negroes ; 
and, as such, peculiarly important to the Missionaries labouring 
for their religious improvement. It had been long a prevailing 
notion, that slaves were incapable of contracting marriage, and 
more especially without the consent of their owners. Mar- 
riage was therefore but seldom encouraged; and polygamy, 
with all its baneful consequences on morals, domestic comfort, 
and the relations of life, prevailed throughout the whole of the 
islands. A clergyman in Nevis, conceiving slaves competent 
to marry, ventured to publish the banns of matrimony between 
two in the parish church. The marriage was interdicted by the 
authorities of the island, and the clergyman appealed to the 
Bishop of London. His Majesty’s Ministers being consulted, 
the opinion of the law-oflicers of the crown was taken, who 
stated, “* that the ecclesiastical law had always held that slaves 
were competent to marry, without any reference to the authority of 
their masters.””> ‘This important decision has been transmitted 
by his Majesty’s Government to the Colonies ; and will, by ac- 
cording to slaves the right to enter into this contract, encourage 
marriages among them; guard them by the authority of law; 
and thus check and utterly abolish an evil, not only highly in- 
jurious to the civil welfare of the colonies, but greatly obstruc- 
tive, in many instances, to the endeavours of the Missionaries 
to bring the Negroes under the influence of a pure and holy re- 
ligion. A circumstance more favourable to the interests’of mo- 
rality and piety in the islands, could not ‘have taken place. 

The following information of the state of the respective Mis- 
sions, is furnished by the Minutes of the several District Meet- 
ings held in 1817. 

Jamaica.—In Kingston the prospects continue to be of the 
most flattering kind. The members evidently advance in the 
knowledge and practice of Christianity. More than two hun- 
dred members have joined the society in the course of the year. 
The chapel, though very large, cannot contain the congrega- 
tion; and it is proposed to open another place of public wer- 
ship in an eligible part of the city. 
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In Spanish Fown the society is in an improving state. The 
cbngregations are large and respectable, and listen to the word 
of life with deep attention. 

Morant Bay.—In this circuit there has been a considerable 
addition of members, and it presents a very encouraging field 
for Missionary exertion. It is expected soon to take in Man- ' 
chianeel, Pomfret, and Port Antonio. The congregations are. 
large, and many respectable whites attend. 

Grateful Hill.—A new chapel was opened here in January 
last, and is numerously attended. 

Falmouth and Montego Bay.—For the former place Mr. Ship- 
man has obtained a license. The opening of his ministry has 
been very favourable to the hope of ultimate success. 


The numbers in society in Jamaica are— 











Whites. Coloured & Blacks Total. 
Kingston - 24 - 2861 - 2885 
Spanish Town 5 - 94 - 99 
Morant Bay - Bos 1586 sie 1588 
Grateful Hill = - 1 - 201 - 202 
Total - - 4774 
The increase of the year is 627. 

Antigua District.—The numbers in society are— 
Whites. Coloured & Black. Total. 
Antigua - 24 : 3501 - 3525 
St. Kitts ” 30 - 2179 - ' 2209 
St. Eustatius - 8 - 274 - 282 
Nevis - - 18 - 977 - 995 
St. Bartholomews 12 - 338 . 350 
Tortola - - 64 - 1679 - 1743 
St. Vincents” - 10 - 2585 - 2595 
Barbadoes - 10 - 12 - 29 
Grenada - 1 ° 195 : 196 
Trinidad - 7 - 241 - 248 
Demerara - 10 - 1160 . 1170 
Anguila : 9 - 160 - 169 
Dominica . 4 - 633 - 637 
Total % 207 13,934 14,141 


In several of these stations the decrease has been considera- 
ble; which is accounted for, in the Minutes of the District 
Meeting, from the opposition of masters, in some instances, to 
the attendance of their slaves ; the want of more Missionaries to 
give proper attention to the societies in St. Kitts and Nevis; 
and in St. Bartholomews, from the emigration of 139 members 
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of the society. In Anguila and Tortola there has been a small 
increase, and in Demerara a very considerable one ; but it has 
not been sufficient to make up the losses; the total diminution 
ofmembers in the District being 556. Additional Missionaries 
must b: appointed where the work is suffering for the want of 
them; and the active measures which are now adopted in the 
Antigua District generally will, it is hoped, by the blessing of 
God, be followed by the usual increase which the Missions in 
the principal islands have annually experienced. 

The Minutes of the Antigua District make a good report of 
the religious state of the societies generally. : 


é 

Banamas.—The Committee rejoice to find, that notwith- 
standing the death of two of the Missionaries in the course of 
the year, and the suppression of meetings for divine worship 
before sunrise and after sunset, with other instances of dis- 
couragement, the societies in the Babama islands have suffer- 
ed but little loss, and that they have given very pleasing evi- 
dences of their steadfastness and piety. The congregations in 
New Providence are considerably increased ; and although the 
Eastward chapel was much enlarged in the beginning of the 
Jast year, it is now too small for the Sunday congregation.— 
The schools begun by Mr. Wood, one of the deceased Mis- 
sionaries, have greatly increased, and promise much good.— 
In Harbour Island there has been an increase; and though 
Eleuthera has suffered by the death of their Missionary, Mr. 
Head, in November; yet they are eagerly looking for the coming 
of a preacher, anxious again to hear the gospel, which has been 
to so many of them “the power of God unto salvation.” In 
Abaco the society has more than doubled; and they walk worthy 
of their profession. 


The numbers in society are— 


Whites Coloured & Black. Total, 

New Providence 63 . 971 - 334 
Eleuthera - 220 - 35 - 255 
Harbour Island 230 ° 200 - 430 
Abaco - 26 - 11 - 37 
Total - 539 - 517 - 1056 


Beruvpa.—In Bermuda the number in society is 89; and 
the last letters from Mr. Sutcliffe are encouraging. 


St. Dominco.—To the Missions established in the British 
Colonies of the West Indies, the Committee last year reported 
the establishment of a Mission in the republican part of the island 
of St, Domingo. That Mission, they are happy to state, wears a 
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most encouraging aspect. The excellent men who labour there 
have been mercifully preserved in health, amidst much sick- 
ness and death, and have’commenced preaching in the prin- 
cipal towns of the republic. They have been heard every 
where with attention and respect, by a people almost entirely 
destitute of religious iustrustors ; and, in consequence, ignor- 
ant of true religion, superstitious, and immoral. Some true 
conversions appear to have taken place, and among persons of 
superior education and station, who promise to be, in their 
turn, useful in spreading the knowledge of Christ among their 
countrymen. The oportunities for Missionary labour in this 
country, where there is perfect freedom of religious worship, 
are so numerous, that the Committee purpose to re-inforce 
the Mission there as speedily as possible; depending upon the 
blessing of God, and the liberality of the friends of the African 
race, to enable them to fulfil their intention, and to meet the 
additional demand upon the fund which will be thus created. 
The number in society is 36. 


The number of the Societies in the whole of the West India 
Colonies, is— 
Whites. Black and Coloured. Total. 
807 - 19,289 20,096 


Nova Scotia, New-Brunswick, Canapa, and New-rounp- 
LAND.—As to these stations, the Committee report generally, 
that by means of the labours of the Missionaries ‘there, the spirit 
of true religion has been greatly revived and diffused; and that 
many places without religious ordinances, and sunk deeply into 
immorality and profaneness, have been visited, and societies 
raised up. ‘The increase in the past year, both of stations, so- 
cieties, and congregations, is considerable ; and the Mission has 
been supplied with several Missionaries, from whose experience 
and diligence much good is expected. 

The Committee beg particularly to offer their thanks to those 
generous friends who have lately, in several places, contributed 
very liberally towards the relief of the society in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, whose chapel was two years ago, destroyed in the 
great fire in that city ; and who, in consequence of the state of 
commerce there, the failure of the fishery, and a second calami- 
tous fire, in which many of them greatly suffered a second time, 
were unable to make up the deficiency of the first collection 
made for their relief in this kingdom, and to complete the house 
which they had begun to re-erect, to enjoy, in the midst of their 
distresses, the opportunity of “drawing near to God.” The 
Rev. J. Smith, of Whitby, formerly a Missionary in that island, 
kindly undertook the labour of making a second collection in 
aid of the chapel, in several parts of the kingdom; and he 
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has performed this work of charity with so much attention and 
success, that it is hoped that the new chapel will be nearly freed 
from incumbrances, and the suffering society in St. John’s be 
relieved from all apprehension of combating with those insupe- 
rable difficulties which before appeared to surround them. The 
courage, patience, and self-denial of the Missionaries in New- 
foundland, have been put to severe tests during the late calami- 
tous seasons ; but they have kept their posts, suffering with the 
distressed, sharing the sorrows of the people committed to their 


charge, and embracing every opportunity to render external 
distresses the means of turning the attention of their hearers to 


the things belonging to their peace; and their labour has not 
‘been in vain. 


The numbers in society are— 
In Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick - 1689 


In Upper and Lower Canada - ~- 369 
Jn Newfoundland - os 670 


Total - - 2728 


Making an increase in the year of 375. 


The Committee have great pleasure in stating, that the 'Frea- 
surers have received from the Nova Scotia Missionary Society 


a remittance of 300/. sterling, a part of the proceeds of that 
institution for the year 1817, 50J. still remaining in the hands of 


John Starr, Esq. the Treasurer. 
The number of Missionaries now actually employed, or pre- 
ceeding to their stations, is— 





Europe -~— - - . a 2 4 
Ceylon - - - . : . 
India - . - - - “ 9 
New South Wales” - “ . i 0) 
South Africa - - ° “ ; 9 
West Indies’ - - - - - 40 
British American Colonies - + og 
Newfoundland . - . 2 
Treland (using the Irish tongue in aid 

of their ministry) - - - ’ 6 


Making a totalof - - 103 Mission- 
aries ; the greater number being engaged in ministering to the 


religious wants of the heathen. 
The sums received from the different districts of the kingdom, 


for the year ending June 24, 1818— 


: a sea 3 
London District - - 2025 14 1] 
Canterbury District - - 479 18 4} 


Norwich District - “ 339 16 1b 
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Lynn District -  -~ > 300 15 11 
Oxford District - - 187 14 1 
Portmouth District - - 296 8 5 
Guernsey District - - 121 0 4 
Plymouth-Dock District - 456 8 44 
Cornwall District - - 547 17 10 
Exeter District oe 136 1t O 
Bristol District - - 1408 10 1 
First Welch District - 97419 6 
Second Welch District - 164 10 5 
Birmingham District : 411 7 8 
Shrewsbury District - 185 19 10 
Macclesfield District 269 3 9 
Liverpool District - - 493 16 10 
Manchester District - 1000 0 QO 
Halifax District : - 1119 7 O 
Leeds District - - 1248 5 10 
Sheffield District  - - 946 9 11 
Nottingham District - 703, 2 2 
Lincoln District - - 574 4 7 
Hull District - - - 1110 4 6 
York District - ° - 716 3 7 
Whitby District -~ - 343 18 5 
Newcastle District - 488 6 5: 
Carlisle District - - 56°12 6 
Isle of Man District . 45 2 6 
Edinburgh District - —- 417-2" 3 
Aberdeen District’ - - 59 7 1 
Nova Scotia . - - S337. 3 


which, with the balance of ‘the former year, and the sum of 
£1082. 2. 4. collected by the Rev. G. Smith in aid of the cha- 
pels lately destroyed by fire in Newfoundland, makes a total of 
£. 20, 331. 8. 13 

After the reading and adoption of the Report, from which the 
foregoing extracts are made, the Meeting unanimously passed 
the following resolutions ;— 


On the Motion of the Reo. Adam Clarke, LL.D. seconded 
by Mr. Jaques, of London; That this meeting acknowledges 
with gratitude to Almighty God, the success which, during the 
last year, has attended the labours of the Wesleyan Missiona- 
ries in different parts of the werld; and hails the successful ex- 
ertions of Missionaries of every denomination, as an assurance 
from heaven, that the time is fully come for extending the bless- 
ings of Christianity to the Pagan world, by the piety and zeal 
of the Christian Church. 

On the Motion of the Rev. T. Roberts of Bath: seconded by 
J. Brindley, Esq. of Rochester; That the Mission to the Ne- 
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groes of the West Indies has a pectliar claim to the counte- 
nance and support of the public; and that it is a subject of the 
highest satisfaction, that the advantages, personal and social, 
which have resulted from extending to the slave pepulation of 
our colonies the benefits of Christian instruction by means of 
Missionaries, are now so obvious, that even in the colonies them- 
selves the dispositions to favour such enterprize is becoming 
more decided and general. 


On the Motion of the Rev. J. Gaulter, of Rochester ; seconded 
by the Rev. W. Davies, from Sierra Leone; That the Commer- 
cial Christian Nations of Europe, owe it, in reparation for the 
wrongs inflicted upon Africa, to endeavour the civilization and 
christifnizing of the natives of that continent; and that this 
Meeting approves of the two Wesleyan Missions in West and 
South Africa ; which, though but in their infancy, promise an 
important co-operation with those of other religious bodies in 
the prosecution of these great objects. 


On the Motion of the Rev. Walter Griffith, of Bristol: second- 
ed by the Rev. R. Watson, of London; That this Meeting has 
received, with great satisfaction, the report of the Committee 
as to the state and prospects of the Mission to the Island of 
Ceylon: and that the Missionaries there have a just claim upon 
the approbation of the friends of Missions at home, for their 
great exertions in the establishment of the Printing Office at 
Colombo—of the Native Schools in several districts of that 
Island ;--for their active co-operation with the Missionaries of 
other denominations, and the Clergy, in translating the Scrip- 
tures into the languages and dialects of.the Island; and for the 
preparations they have made to establish the regular exercise 
of the Christian ministry among the Portuguese, the native 
Christians, and the Pagan inhabitants of that Island. 


On the Motion of the Rev. Adam Clarke, L.L. D. seconded by 
L. Haslope, Esq. of London; That the most cordial thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the Honourable Sir Alexander Johns- 


ton, for his truly Christian and condescending attentions to the 


Wesleyan Missionaries in Ceylon; for his constant patronage 
of their object, to communicate the blessings of Christianity to 
the natives of that Island, from the commencement of their Mis- 
sion; and for the valuable counsels with which he has, at vari- 
ous times, assisted them in the prosecution of their labours. 


On the motion of the Rev. J. Bunting, A. M. seconded by 
J. Bulmer, Esq. of London; That though this Meeting rejoices 
that this Society has fixed a Missionary at Bombay, and another 
at Madras, yet the consideration of the millions who in India 
remain under the influence of a vain, criminal, and vicious 
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superstition, equally fatal to the social happiness of the people 
in that’ country, and endangering to their religious interests, 
renders it highly desirable, that the Methodist body should 
increase the numbers of its Missionaries to that interesting part 
of the world ; and the Meeting pledges itself to new exertions 
to raise the pecuniary supplies necessary for the enlargement 
of the Mission to India. 


— 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON SCIOTO DISTRICT, (OH1O.) 


Chillicothe, April 22, 1819. 
Dear Breturen, 


Ix compliance with your request, I send the inclosed 
narrative of the revival with which the Lord has mercifully vis- 
ited this town. It was drawn up by our worthy brother W. who 
is himself a subject of the late work, and an ornament to his pro- 
fession. He, with a number more, have formed thernselves in- 
to bands, many of whom profess to have obtained the precious 
gift of sanctification. The blessed work of grace in this town is 
still progressing; although within a few weeks past not many 
have been added to the Church. The believers are pressing 
after all the mind that was in Christ. We view this as the most 
important season for maturing in the duties of religion, those 
lately brought into the school of Christ. 

Every circuit in this District (Scioto) is favoured with an out- 
pouring of the blessed Spirit. Very many are “ fleeing to the 
strong hold for refuge,’’ and “ laying hold on the hope set be- 
fore them.’”? The sefreshing gales of divine grace are felt in al- 
most every worshipping assembly. Infidelity shrinks into dark- 
ness before the illuminating rays of the gospel of Christ, and 
covers its deformed face. 

Camp-meetings have been rendered a great blessing to this 
country, especially during the last season. Permit me to give 
you a short account of one which was held in August last, near 
Portsmouth, at the junction of the Scioto and Ohio rivers, forty- 
five miles south of this town. The ground was well chosen and 
delightful ; and the preparations were entered into in the name 
of God, with solemn prayer. Never shall | forget the solemn 
feelings of my soul on the impressive occasion, when the preach- 
ers were introduced into their tent. After a profound pause of 
a few moments, a short exhortation, and entering into covenant, 
we bowed before the Lord, and gave ourselves into his hands 
for direction and protection. The meeting commenced with 
a sermon on Micah vi. 6. Wherewith shall I come before the 
Lord? The Lord gave us gracious intimations of what we might 


expect if we continued in the faith. As there is such a diversity 
Vou. Wi. 30 
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in the human character, as to the construction and temperament 
of their minds and dispositions, which is rendered even more so 
by education; the congregation was exhorted to attend particu- 
larly to their religious impressions ; and that when the mourners 
were invited to the altar, those who found by expcrience that 
loud praying and singing and much noise destroycd their devo- 
tional feelings, and lessened their convictions, were advised to 
retire into the grove, after preaching was over, and seek God in 
secret. Many tried the experiment. The lonely valley soon 
became vocal with bitter lamentations ; and although they could 
not hear the cries of each other, they could not refrain their 
own. Many were thus converted in the woods, and, like the 
grateful leper, returned to the camp glorifying God. As an in- 
stance, among many others, of ‘‘ the power of God to salvation,” 
1 will mention the conversion of a noted deist, who had lately 
been convinced of his error by reading Sutcliffe’s Introduction to 
Christianity. Ye attended this meeting with great interest and 
godly sorrow ; eat but little, and slept less. At the close of every 
sermon, like Cowper’s stricken deer, ‘ he left the herd with many 
an arrow deep infixt.’? The trees heard his groans; the earth 
received his falling tears. ‘Thus he continued tor several days 
and nights, while the pains of hellseemed to get hold of him. 
After making, as he thought, a thousand fruitless efforts to give 
himself to God in prayer and in promise, he rose, sat upon a log, 
opened his bible to see what promise he could there read which 
would reach his desperate case ; when casting his cyes on the 
sacred page, he said it appeared to him to be enveloped ina light 
exceeding the brightness of the sun. The first impression was 
surprise and astonishment, when, an instant after, like an electric 
shock, he received the witness of the Spirit that he was born of 
God. Seldom have I witnessed so interesting a scene, as when 
this subject of grace entered the camp in holy triumph, exclaim- 
ing, “1 have found Him! I have found Him!” 

The meeting was preserved from interruption or disturbance 
by the increasing influence of the Divine Presence and power, 
until the close, at which time the scene can hardly be described. 
Thousands who were here encamped for a number of days and 
nights together, but more closely united by Christian union and 
friendship, were now to part. What a sight! ,Upwards of one 
hundred converted have now to learn the duties and habits of re- 
ligion. Hundreds deeply sensible of their lost estate by nature, 
just going to exchange this Heaven favoured place, for the dan- 
gerous snares of busy life. The thoughts of parting to meet no 
more, or of meeting to part no more, preduced the melody of those 
groans and shouts which far exceed all description. When we 
jor the last time marched in order round the camp and sung our 
parting hymn, the scene was truly solemn and impressive. ‘The 
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tents struck ; the waggons and carriages in readiness; weeping 
circles of young converts folded in each other’s arms; minis- 
ters surrounded with weeping hundreds, crying out as they pre- 
sented the parting hand, * pray for me and mine.” 

Bishop Enoeat left us last Monday for Canada. His health, 
owing to a severe cold he had taken, had not been good for some 
days. His labours have been rendered a blessing to thou- 
sands. [His evangelical and pathetic sermons, together with his 
holy walk and godly conversation, will not soon be forgotten. 

remain, as ever, your friend and 
Fellow sufferer in the Kingdom and 
patience of Christ, 
Joun Couns. 


Account of a remarkuble revival of Religion in Chillicothe, (O.) 
ina letter to the Rev. John Collins, P. Elder of the Scioto 
District. 





Chillicothe, (O.) March 20, 1819. 
REY. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


Ix compliance with your request, I take up my pen to 
give you a brief narrative of the memorable revival of religion, 
with which the Lord has lately so mercifully visited the Metho- 
dist Church in Chillicothe. 

It is difficult to ascertain, with any exactness, the time when 
this work of graoe commenced. The first dawnings of it may, 
with propriety, perhaps, be traced to the unusual seriousness 
and attention which was observable, during the last spring and 
summer, in the congregations which attended the public worship. 


of God, in our church. From these, and qther concurring cire 


cumstances, it appeared evident to many pious and reflecting 
minds, that the seed of the word was taking deep root, and that 
a gracious visitation from the Lord was at hand. In the month 
of August last, there were a few instances of awakenings. Du- 
ring this month, acamp-meeting was held at Mr. White Brown’s, 
about twelve miles north of Chillicothe, at which meeting many 
persons from the latter place attended, some of whom were then 
brought to the knowledge of the truth; and several of the old 
professors were much stirred up. 

Judging by the increased solemnity and attention of the con- 
gregations, during public worship, it is believed that many 
awakenings occurred during the months of September and Oc- 
tober ; in which time a few experienced the pardoning mercy of 
God. About twenty members were added to the Church in the 
course of these two months. 

_ At a quarterly meeting held in Chillicothe on the last Satur- 
day and Sunday in October, the awakenings became more visi- 
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ble. Many were brought to a serious concern for their souls’ 
salvation, and groaned for deliverance from the guilt and burden 
of sin. From this time the work of reformation went on and 
increased exceedingly. The deep solemnity and concern man- 
ifested by the congregations, evinced a work of the Holy Spirit 
on their hearts. 

On the Sabbath following the quarterly meeting, (Nov. 1st.) 
twenty-two persons joined the church. Convictions were now 
greatly multiplied, and conversions became frequent, and al- 
most daily occurred. The pleasing enquiry of *‘ what must I 
do to be saved,’”? became general ; and a degree of solemnity 
and awe appeared to rest upon the people, whether attending 
divine worship, or at their houses, or in the streets. The work 
of the revival continued to increase daily. Mectings for public 
worship were held almost every night in the week, and frequent- 
ly continued till midnight. At every meeting, sinners were 
brought to a sense of their lost and undone condition, in such a 
manner as to ery to God for mercy and forgiveness! while be- 
lievers in Christ were made to rejoice and praise the Lord from 
a feeling sense of his loving kindness to their own souls. At 
nrany of these meetings, an awful and solemn consciousness of the 
Divine Presence rested upon the congregation. Not a vacant 
or unconcerned countenance was to be seen; but on the contra- 
ry, seriousness and solemnity were strongly marked on almost 
every face. Many who had been accustomed to scoff and make 
light of these things, were constrained to acknowledge that “ it 
was the Lord’s doings, and marvellous in their eyes.” 

Although several of these meetings were of the same character, 
yet one of them is, perhaps, worthy of particular notice. This 
was a prayer-meeting, held on Friday evening, the latter part of 
Nov. last, at the meeting house. The congregation had not fully 
assembled, nor public worship begun; but while the people were 
sitting in solemn silence, the Holy Spirit of God descended and 
filled the house in an extraordinary degree— the arm of the Om- 
nipotent was revealed in power. It was, indeed, a Pentecost. 
For, although it was not, in this case, accompanied with the 
‘sound from Heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,’ nor with 


**cloven tongues, like as of fire;?? yet scarcely could these ex- 


ternal evidences have imparted a greater consciousness of the 
Divine Presence, than was felt on the present occasion, by al- 
most every person inthe house. The people rose involuntarily 
upon their feet. Some few, in consternation and alarm, fled from 
the house. Deep and pungent conviction seized many ; while 
solemnity and awe were depicted on every countenance. All 
opposition was at an end. Not a solitary advocate for the 
cause of the enemy, had the temerity to raise a finger, or to 
speak a word against the work of the revival; but were com- 
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pelled to acknowledge “ ofa truth, this 1s the Lord’s doings.” 
The kingdom of darkness gave way; the Spirit of God poured 
a flood of light upon the darkened minds of impenitent sinners ; 
and the ‘arrows of the Lord were sharp in the hearts of the 
King’s enemies.” The slain of the Lord were many—very 
many ; foralthough the meeting house was crouded, it appear- 
ed as if every unconverted person therein felt more or less of 
the convicting operations of God’s Holy Spirit. A num- 
ber of those crouded to the altar. beseeching the people of 
God to pray for them; and in the exercise of their united and 
earnest petitions to a throne of Grace, several penitents. were 
delivered from the guilt and burden of sin, and enabled to re- 
joice ina sin pardoning God. 

The fruits of this meeting were witnessed on the follow- 
ing Sabbath, on which day forty-eight members were add- 
ed to the church! On this day a “ Love Feast”? was held, 
at which a number of well disposed persons, not belonging to 
the church, were admitted. The presence of the Lord was 
most eminently felt. Deep and pungent conviction laid hold 
of several persons who had hitherto been careless, and who 
now prostrated themselves before the Lord, crying aloud for 
mercy. At the hour for public preaching, the doors were open- 
ed, and the house was immediately filled ; but so great was the 
united cries of the penitents, and the shouts of praise of those 
who had just emerged from darkness into the marvellous light 
of the Gospel, that it was in vain for the preacher to attempt to 
speak. The meeting this day, was continued, without intermis- 
sion, from nine o’clock in the morning till near midnight ; and 
during its progress, many persons were delivered from the guilt 
and burden of sin, and brought to testify with joy, that ‘* God 
has power on earth to forgive sins.” 

About this period, a considerable degree of seriousness and 
solemnity pervaded the town; and the attention of the citizens, 
gencrally, was much directed to the subject of religion. And 
while on one hand we were assailed by the puny scoffs and 
ridicule ofa few ungodly and profane persons, who “ cared for 
none of these things,” and by the invectives and anathemas of 
some, who, “having a form of godliness, denied the power 
thereof;”’ it was pleasing, on the other hand, to observe that 
most persons of understanding, possessed of liberality and 
candour, gave their cordial approbation of the reformation, and 
their best wishes for its success and increase. 

About the first of December, the revival appeared to have 
reached its greatest height ; but continued, without much abate- 
ment, during the whole of that month and January. Nor did it 
decline, in any considerable degree, until some time in Feb- 
ruary last. But during the latter part of this time, and since, 
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the deepening and extension of the work of grace in the hearts 
of the believers, was, perhaps, considerably greater than at any 
former period. A considerable increase of genuine piety and 
fervent devotion among these, has been very apparent. Many 
have been deeply convinced of the necessity of holiness of heart, 
and are earnestly groaning for it; and a few have lately been 
able to testify that they have been made partakers of the sancti- 
fying grace of the Holy Spirit. 

During the progress of this great revival, there have been some 
instances of conversions worthy of particular notice, as illustra- 
tive of the power and goodness of God in bringing sinners to 
repentance. I shall take the liberty of mentioning one case of 
rather a singular character, which occured early in the revival.— 
Three young men, who had shewn much opposition to the work, 
paraded the streets one night, for the purpose of shewing their 
contempt for sacred things; and falling in with a man who.was 
intoxicated, they employed him to aa them in ridiculing and 
mocking the prayers and other religious exercises at the Metho- 
dist meetings. This, and other impious and blasphemous mock- 
ery of Divine things, they repeated, the same night, in the streets, 
opposite the Methodists’ houses. At length, in the height of their 
wickedness, a very extraordinary light passed over them, appa- 
rently very near, at the sight of which they were stricken with 
terror and dismay. ‘They looked upon it as a messenger from 
Heaven, sent to warn them of the wrath of an offended God 
against their impious deeds. One of them said to the others, 
‘that is a loud cal! tous to repent, and probably the last that J 
shall ever have.”” . Deep and pungent conyiction for sin seized 
ihem, and another young man who was standing near. The en- 
ormity of their wickedness appeared in dreadful array against 
them. ‘The thunders of Mount Sinai sounded in their ears the 
terrors of the violated laws of God. In this state they instantly 
separated, and hastened to their homes and to their beds; but 
slept none that night, for very anguish of soul; for it seemed to 
them, almost, as if * the pains of hell had got hold of them.”? They 
cried to the Lord for mercy ; and thus continued, in deep distress 
of wind, for several days, before they obtained deliveraw:e from 


‘the guilt and burden of sin, through faith in the Redeemer. ‘They 


are now all pious young men, and if they continue faithful to the 
grace given, are likely to become useful members of the church. 
{tis worthy of remark, that one of them was, a few months ago 
the ring-leader of a band of wicked young men, who for some 
time made a practice of disturbing the worship of God, contra- 
ry tolaw; but now, like Saul of old—* behold he prayeth.” 

It may, perhaps, be objected by some, that the light which 
was seen by these young men, was nothing more than a large 
meteor, and, therefore, a mere casual phenomenon; and that 
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no supernatural agency should be attributed to it. It is granted 
that the light was probably a meteor; bunt can this lessen our 
belief of the Divine appointment of this means to produce an end 
so important as the conviction €@nd conversion of these wicked 
young men? 

I might enumerate other extraordinary instances of the power 
and goodness of God; but must hasten to a conclusion of my 
letter, already too long. 

In the progress of the revival, the great increase of members, 
and the necessary attention to conduct the work, imposed upon 
our minister, the Rev. William Swayze, who had charge of the 
circuit, such an increase of arduous duties, that it was found im- 
practicable properly to attend to them, without devoting all his 
time tothe town. ‘The necessity of his doing so, became so ur- 
gent, that by his consent, the official members of the church ap- 
plied to you, by memorial, to erect this society intoa temporary 
station, and, after providing for his place on tNe circuit, to appoint 
brother Swayze to labour in Chillicothe stati until the next 
Annual Conference. This measure you found to be essentially 
necessary to the furtherance of the work, and accordingly con- 
sented thereto. Brother Swayze’s indefatigable and zealous 
labours have been very acceptable and much blessed and own- 
ed of the Lord, in turning sinners from the error of their ways, 
and in conducting the work of the revival. An adequate provi- 
sion has been made, by the society, for the support of a station- 
ed minister. 

From the commencement of this revival of religion—say in 
October last, till the close of it in the month of February fol- 
lowing, (about four months) there were added to the Methodist 
Church in Chillicothe two hundred and twenty new members ! 
Nearly all of these have exhibited marks of a genuine work of 
grace in their hearts; and three-fourths, perhaps, of this num- 
ber have testified, from an experimental knowledge, that ‘“ God 
has poweron earth to forgive sins.” The greater part—per- 
haps at least four-fifths of the number of new members, are 
young persons of both sexes, in the bloom of life. What an in- 
teresting sight, to see near two hundred youths in the prime_of 
life, voluntarily forsaking the pleasures of the world and of sin, 
to walk the narrow path of self-denial and of gospel obedience ! 

There is one feature in this revival], which is particularly wor- 
thy of notice. It has been remarked by many old members, 
as well as several old and experienced ministers who have vis- 
ited us, that they never witnesscd more evident marks of a solid 
and genuine work of grace, than those exhibited by most of the 
young converts ; nor a revival of religion of such extent where 
there was less extravagance or disorder. 

It will be gratifying to you, also, to learn, that one, at least, 
of our sister churches (the Presbyterian Church) has likewise 
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in some measure partaken of the showers of Divine grace. At 
a late sacramental occasion, eleven persons were admitted to 
church membership and communion; several of whom have 
given evident marks of a genuihe work of grace. Some of the 
old members have been much “ renewed In the spirit of their 
minds”? ; and have not only the “ form of Godliness,’’ but also 
enjoy the ‘* power” thereof in their souls from day to day.— 
While speaking of that church, I cannot deny myself the plea- 
sure of bearing my testimony, as an individual, to the indefat- 
igable labours of the Rev. Mr. A———-, the editor of a weekly 
publication in this town, entitled “ The Weekly Recorder,” 
which is principally devoted to theology. The ability, firm- 
ness, liberality and zeal with which this gentleman has exposed 
and reproved the fashionable and common vices of the day, and 
especially of carnal professors ; and enforced the duties of re- 
ligion, and Bible holiness, in heart and life, merits the cordial 
approbation and support of Christians of all denominations. 

The great increase of the Methodist Church, and of the con- 
gregations which attend public worship in that church, has 
rendered it necessary to build a new meeting-house. The sub- 
scription is nearly filled for one, and the materials are preparing. 
It is to be seventy feet by forty; two stories; and, it is expect- 
ed, will be completed before the ensuing winter. 

I have greatly exceeded the limits which I had prescribed to 
myself, for this narrative. I should willingly add some remarks, 
in conclusion, but must not trespass longer on your patience. 

With affectionate regard, 
} am, my dear brother, yours, S. W. 


Poetry. 


—_—_—o 


MISSIONARY. 


Bear his cross, which is your giory, 
Spread your Master’s glorious fame ; 
Tell his crucifixion story, 

Tell the world his wond’rous name. 


RISE ye heralds of salvation, 
Blow the Gospel-trumpet, blow, 


Hear! your ‘!aster bids you go. 





Hark! his word. his Spirit urges, 
Count.no enterprise too bard, 
Dauntless cross the mountain surges, 
Christ himself will be your guard. 


(sod protects, what pow’r can harm you? 


Winds and seas obey his power ; 
What threat’ning evil shall alarm you, 
Or what furious foe devour ? 

Quit no duty, fear no danger, 

Go to all the falien race, 

Say to every outcast stranger, 

Ye may now be saved by grace. 

f:o, with heav’nly ardour burning, 
Bright with Christ’s transmitted rays, 
Comfert those in darkness mourning, 
Turn their sighs io songs of praise. 


Idols then shall fall like Dagon, 
Heathen darkness flee away ; 

Every poor benighted pagan, 

See the light of glorious day. 

Desarts shall rejoice with singing, 
Lonely wastes shail lift their voice, 
Barren wilds with verdure springing. 
Bloom a truitful paradise. 


Sing, ye saints, a day of gladness 
Dawns already from on high, 

Put on joy for sable sadness, 

Wipe the tear, repress the sigh. 
Soon will Zion’s hing descending, 
Cloth’d in regal robes appear, 
Earth shall, to his sceptre bending, 
Hail the great millenial year 





